Case xxx.
The fire in the hen-house

Time: July 26
Place: Sömlingbäcken, Vemhån

””GHOST ROCKET IN THE HEN HOUSE? Östersund, July 27. (Stockholms-Tidningen). A violent fire with something of a ghost projectile mystique to it, broke out, on Friday in Sömlingbäcken near Vemhån [county of Jämtland]. A hen-house belonging to yeoman Per Ahlgren, caught fire after a violent explosion and burnt down. Persons in the neighbourhood say they have seen and heard a speeding ”fireball”, therefore it is not unbelievable that it is one of them that have crashed into the hen-house. In this there was nothing that could have caused the fire. The was no fire-place and the electrical wirings were dead. The hen-house, with space for 500 animals, had been unoccupied for a long time. 

”Mrs. Maria Västfeldt, who was alone home on the farm, states that she heard a detonation and when she looked out the hen-house was on fire. One is now going to investigate whether there are any traces of the projectile.”  (Stockholms-Tidningen, July 28 and TT newswire of July 27). 

A TT newswire on the Svartvik fire [TT newswire nr 62 of July 31] corrected the story: 

”The ghost bomb theory [in connection with the Svartvik fire] might have arisen from information from [the province of] Härjedalen about a hen-house which, the other day, burnt down without the owner being able to deliver an explanation. An explosion had been heard at [before] the fire, and it was further stated that the electrical wirings were dead, therefore a short-circuit was excluded. It now appears that the wirings were alive. The fire was first observed by people on a freight train passing by. The exploding sound during the fire came from some detonators and nitrolite cartridges [Sw. nitrolitpatroner] kept in the hen-house.”

Status: Fire by electrical short-circuit
Sources: see story above


